CHAPTER   IV

WHY THE  SECOND  REPUBLIC DID
NOT   LAST

THE Palais Bourbon Government had moved over to the Hotel de
Ville, but between the two groups and their papers there continued
to be a deep fissure; the National men (Palais Bourbon) wanted a
political revolution, the Republic, prompt elections and the tricolour; the
Rtforme men (Hotel de VUle) demanded a social revolution, delayed
elections (to gain time in which to carry out their plans before the
conservative provinces could make themselves felt), and the red flag.
Lamartine was the republicans* great man, Louis Blanc the socialists';
Ledru-Rollin wavered between the two. All three were men of good-
will, but without experience in public affairs. Agreement was reached
on three points: freedom of the press with abolition of the stamp tax
(which brought the price of papers down to a penny), freedom of
assembly (which promoted a rebirth of clubs) and the right of every
citizen to belong to the National Guard (which shifted the equilibrium
of power in Paris and seemed to strip the bourgeoisie of any possibility
of governing by armed force).

The opening days were riotous; delegation after delegation invaded the
Hotel de Ville. Workmen armed with guns demanded the right to work"
and mtTiitnntn. wages; it was necessary to promise them the establishment
of national workshops to afford labour for the unemployed. Louis Blanc,
whose ideas had won the day, was given the task of drawing up the
decree/ Groups of picturesque and voluble foreigners came begging the
support of the new French Government for the oppressed liberals of all
Europe. The communists, of both the Cabet and the Barbes varieties,
pawed the ground in their impatience. Lamartine, Minister of Foreign
Affairs, replied to everyone in speeches which were harmonious, noble
and flowing; as someone said: "This is no man, it is a lyre.' None the
less he it was who saved the tricolour flag, which the extremists accused of
being a compromise in which the king's colour, white, remained. One of
the things he said in this connection brought applause from the crowd
and has remained famous: 'The red flag has merely made the circuit
of the Champ de Mars, dragged in the people's blood; the tricolour flag

388